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About the World Movement for Democracy

T he World Movement for Democracy is a global 
network of democrats, including activists, prac-
titioners, scholars, policy makers, and funders, 

who have come together to cooperate in the promotion 
of democracy. 

In 1999, we held our first global Assembly in New 
Delhi, India, and have continued to organize assem-
blies in different global regions. We also conduct a 
variety of projects to defend civil society and facilitate 
networking among participants. 

Goals
The World Movement aims to:
➤➤ Strengthen democracy where it is weak
➤➤ Defend democracy where it is longstanding
➤➤ Bolster pro-democracy groups in non-democratic 

countries

Leadership
We are led by a distinguished international Steering 
Committee chaired by the Rt. Hon. Kim Campbell, 
former Prime Minister of Canada. Our day-to-day 
operations are managed by a Secretariat located at 
the Washington, DC-based National Endowment for 
Democracy (NED).

Projects
➤➤ World Movement Assemblies. Global assemblies of-

fer World Movement participants the opportunity to 
take stock of the accomplishments they have made and 
the challenges they confront, and to build networks of 
mutual solidarity and support across borders. Global 
assemblies also feature the presentation of the World 
Movement’s Democracy Courage Tributes, presen-
tations by leading activities, a Democracy Fair, and 
technology training sessions that focus on the use of 
new information and Communication technologies in 
their democracy and human rights work.

➤➤ Civic Space Initiative. In 2012, we launched the Civic 
Space Initiative in collaboration with the International 
Center for Not-for-Profit Law (ICNL), Article 19, and 
CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation. 
The initiative seeks to protect and expand civic space 
by supporting the work of the UN Special Rapporteur 
on Freedom of Association and Assembly, producing a 
series of videos profiling civil society activists to help 
educate broader publics about the work of democracy 
and human rights organizations, and other activities.

➤➤ Defending Civil Society. Now in its eighth year, this 
project responds to the recent disturbing trend of 
governments restricting the space in which democ-
racy and human rights organizations carry out their 
work through new “NGO laws” and other measures. 
The World Movement, in partnership with the In-
ternational Center for Not-for-Profit Law (ICNL), 
published the second edition of the Defending Civil 
Society report, which articulates a set of long-stand-
ing principles, rooted in international law, that ought 
to inform proper government-civil society relations 
and provides illustrative examples of the ways in 
which those principles are being violated. The World 
Movement and ICNL also released a new interac-
tive Toolkit for Civil Society that provides tips, tools, 
strategies, and other information for organizations 
and activists working to reform legal frameworks in 
their respective countries.

Participation
We welcome as participants any individual or organi-
zation who can contribute to, and benefit from, con-
tacts and communications with counterparts facing 
similar challenges to democracy and carrying out 
activities in a wide array of areas of democracy work. 

We encompass a wide variety of regional and func-
tional networks, such as the Asia Democracy Network 
(ADN), the Latin America and Caribbean Network for 
Democracy (REDLAD), the Network of Democracy 
Research Institutes (NDRI), and the World Youth 
Movement for Democracy, among others. These net-
works organize regional and global meetings to dis-
cuss critical issues, share best practices, and create 
opportunities for collaboration and action.

Get involved by signing up for our mailing list by vis-
iting our website at www.MoveDemocracy.org. Stay 
informed and take action in support of individuals 
and organizations that are fighting for democracy and 
human rights around the world. You can also con-
nect by liking our Facebook page and following us on 
Twitter @MoveDemocracy.

For further information about  
the World Movement and its projects, go to:  

www.MoveDemocracy.org
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Message from the Steering Committee

We have been inspired by the courage shown by 
advocates for the Rohingya People, investigative 
journalists in Africa, and Hong Kong’s Umbrella 
Movement. The Assembly participants expressed their 
solidarity with them as we presented these heroes 
with the Democracy Courage Tributes at the John B. 
Hurford Memorial Dinner.

We would like to extend our gratitude to the 
Asia Democracy Network (ADN), whose secretariat is 
based in Seoul and managed by the Korea Democracy 
Network, for serving as our Assembly partner. In 
addition, we are thankful for the Center for Korean 
Women and Politics, the East Asia Institute, the 
Korea Democracy Foundation, and the Korea Human 
Rights Foundation for all their help in organizing the 
Assembly, which we believe offered the ideal opportu-
nity to help deepen and expand the work of the ADN.

This message would be incomplete if we did not 
acknowledge the contributions of the many individu-
als around the world who work tirelessly for the cause 
of democracy and human rights, but who were not able 
to join us in Seoul. We hope that this report will serve 
as a useful resource for everyone who seeks to build 
democracy.

Steering Committee 
World Movement for Democracy

L
ast year the Steering 
Committee of the World 
Movement for Democracy 
adopted the statement “A Call 

for Democratic Renewal,” expressing 
our deep concern about the authoritar-
ian resurgence and suggesting ways to 
address its challenges. We realized 
that the reinvigoration of democra-
cy must begin with determination to 
defending civil society against that 
resurgence, protecting cyberspace as 
a medium for free expression, help-
ing ensure the success of fragile new 
democracies, and countering the 
efforts by authoritarian and extrem-
ist elements to undermine basic free-
doms. 

As a result, we chose “Empowering Civil Society 
for Democracy and its Renewal” as the theme for the 
Eighth Assembly, a platform that brought together a 
diverse group of more than 400 activists, practitioners, 
scholars, donors and others who are forging the bonds 
of democratic solidarity around the world. South 
Korea was chosen as the Assembly site for its example 
of a successful democratic transition, having emerged 
in the late 1980s from military dictatorship to its posi-
tion today as a consolidated democracy.

World Movement assemblies differ from the usual 
international gatherings inasmuch as they seek to 
create dynamic and interactive spaces for participants 
where they can teach and learn from each other’s 
experiences. During the course of the Assembly, par-
ticipants identified repressive actions of authoritarian 
governments against civil society, free media, and 
everyday civic activities. The closing of civic space 
online, widespread use of pseudo-legal bullying by 
government officials, and uneven support from demo-
cratic nations were cited as obstacles to democratic 
development across regions. 

Participants also focused on the positive progress 
they have made in their home countries, including 
open data initiatives, intra-regional cooperation, and 
robust digital security measures. The discussions at 
the Assembly contributed practical ideas for partici-
pants when they return to their respective countries.
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Statement from the Steering Committee

A Call for Democratic Renewal

D
emocracy is being challenged today as nev-
er before since the end of the Cold War. 
The challenge is not the result of a particu-
lar crisis or democratic breakdown but has 

multiple sources. It is reflected in the conclusion of 
the most recent Freedom House global survey that 
human rights and civil liberties have declined for the 
ninth consecutive year. It can be seen in setbacks to 
democracy in countries as diverse as Thailand, Egypt, 
Venezuela, Hungary Turkey, Kenya, Azerbaijan, and 
Pakistan. It is evident in the increasingly harsh con-
ditions faced by civil-society organizations working 
to defend democratic freedoms and advance human 
rights and free media in scores of countries. It is also 
evident in the crisis of governance in the long-estab-
lished democracies in Europe and the United States, 
the international impact of which is heightened by 
the rise of China, whose system of autocratic capital-
ism is seen by many people today as a more efficient 
path than democracy to modernity and development. 
And it is evident, not least, in the failure of the lead-
ing democracies to mount a meaningful response to 
the resurgence of aggressive anti-democratic forces, 
such as Putin’s Russia and the Islamic State, which 
pose a lethal threat to democracy and world peace. On 
issue after issue, the opponents of democracy are act-
ing with brazen belligerence, while those who should 
be its main defenders seem beset by doubt, paralysis of 
will, and a lack of democratic conviction.

While the World Movement for Democracy is deeply 
concerned about the democratic prospect, we reject 
an attitude of pessimism and resignation. This is not 
the first time that democracy has faced grave threats 
and setbacks. In the 1970s, democracy also seemed to 
be in irreversible decline. Elections and civil liber-
ties were suspended in India in 1975, which until then 
was the world’s largest democracy. Military dictators 
seized power in many Latin American countries; vio-
lent tyrants like Uganda’s Idi Amin ruled in a number 
of African countries; and the communist victory in 
Vietnam and the genocide in Cambodia were followed 
by the triumph of Islamic extremists in Iran and 
the Sandinistas in Nicaragua. Everywhere democracy 
seemed to be in retreat, leading prominent intellectuals 
to conclude, as one of them famously said, that democ-
racy “is where the world was, not where it is going.”

Yet it was precisely at that very dark moment that 
“the third wave of democratization,” as it was later 
called, began with the democratic transitions in 
Portugal and Spain. Over the next fifteen years, the 
number of democracies in the world more than dou-
bled, and with the collapse of communism in Central 
Europe and the Soviet Union, democracy came to 
be seen as the only legitimate form of government. 
Suddenly pessimism had turned into optimism, and 
the forward progress of democracy, which had spread 
to every region of the world but the Middle East, 
seemed to be unstoppable.

This new optimism, like the old pessimism, was also 
excessive. Following the fall of the Berlin Wall, many 
people hoped that Russia, China, and other authori-
tarian countries would modernize and liberalize as 
they became integrated into the world economy and 
experienced economic growth. Instead, many authori-
tarian governments have shown resilience and used 
their new national wealth to fuel more sophisticated 
authoritarian systems at home while projecting their 
illiberal values and preferences beyond their borders. 
These regimes have adopted a policy of democratic 
containment, using legal mechanisms such as the “for-
eign agents” law in Russia and the counter-terrorism 
laws in Saudi Arabia and Ethiopia to criminalize 
and otherwise obstruct political dissent, freedom of 
expression and assembly, and independent activity 
by civil society. They have also used their dominance 
over both traditional and new media to marginalize 
alternative voices and maintain effective control of 
over-arching political narratives. 

The goal of the newly assertive authoritarian states 
is not just regime protection and the containment 
of democracy. Increasingly, they are also developing 
strategies to challenge and disrupt democracy beyond 
their borders. One target has been the human-rights 
and democracy components of international rules-
based bodies, such as the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), that are critical 
for safeguarding democratic standards. These regimes 
are also building a web of authoritarian clubs such 
as the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), and the Eurasian 
Customs Union (ECU) that seek to institutionalize 
authoritarian norms of sovereignty and non-inter-
ference. Because they understand the importance of 
ideas, these regimes have also built formidable media 
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outlets such as Russia’s RT (formerly known as Russia 
Today) and China’s CCTV that enable them to project 
globally messages about their own achievements and 
the ostensible failures and decadence of Western soci-
eties.

The growing assertiveness of authoritarian states 
does not mean that the future of democracy is bleak or 
that the opponents of democracy have gained the upper 
hand. They haven’t. Public opinion surveys in all the 
major regions of the world show that popular sentiment 
still overwhelmingly favors democracy over authori-
tarianism, even in countries where people do not trust 
democratically-elected politicians and feel that democ-
racy is not performing very well. The repeated warn-
ings by rulers in China, Iran and other authoritarian 
countries about the dangers of “colored revolutions” 
betray their fear of popular movements demanding 
accountable government and political rights.

The perception of democratic retreat is not, there-
fore, the result of the inherent strength or appeal 
of democracy’s opponents. The problem is that the 
world’s democratic governments and their leaders have 
not shown the will to defend democratic values or to 
support the brave and beleaguered political activists 
fighting for democratic change. The enemies of democ-
racy assault democratic norms with impunity, while 
democratic leaders are so preoccupied with their own 
troubles that they seem unable to uphold or defend the 
principles contained in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and other international charters. Thus, 
when those fighting for democratic progress meet stiff 
resistance, the response of the democracies is not to 
show solidarity and increase support for such activists 
and dissidents, but to question whether staying the 
course in support of democracy is realistic and worth 
the effort.

A program to reinvigorate democracy 
should have four core dimensions:  
The first is a renewed commitment  
by democratic governments and  
international organizations to the 
defense of civil society against  
resurgent authoritarianism.

It has been said many times before that the price 
of liberty is eternal vigilance. Democracy cannot be 
taken for granted, and its progress is not inevitable. 
Democratic progress requires hard and persistent 
work, coherent strategic thinking, strong democratic 
convictions, the courage to stand up against hos-
tile forces and repressive regimes, and international 
solidarity with those on the front lines of democratic 
struggle. What is needed today is nothing less than a 
revival of democratic will that will bring about a new 
period of democratic progress.

A program to reinvigorate democracy should have 
four core dimensions:

The first is a renewed commitment by democratic 
governments and international organizations to the 
defense of civil society against resurgent authori-
tarianism. Over the past quarter of a century, govern-
ments and multi-lateral organizations have developed 
programs to provide financial and technical assis-
tance to civil-society groups working to defend human 
rights and strengthen independent media, the rule of 
law, and the accountability of political authority. Yet 
a Survey on Democracy Assistance conducted by the 
World Movement for Democracy found that this assis-
tance has not been accompanied by sufficient political 
support to civil society in response to the growing 
crackdown by governments resisting democratization. 
Such support is needed in the form of greater pressure 
on offending governments to respect the fundamental 
freedoms of assembly, association, and expression. In 
addition, democratic governments should recommit 
themselves to the established rules-based institutions 
that have set global democratic norms and served as 
the glue for the post-cold war liberal order. The goal 
should be to reverse the progress autocrats have made 
in hollowing out organizations such as the OSCE, the 
OAS, and the Council of Europe, which has created 
gaping holes in part of the global democratic infra-
structure. A strengthened Community of Democracies 
should be used to energize and coordinate this new 
effort.

It is also necessary to strengthen the capacity of 
civil society organizations to respond to the new 
repression. Civil society groups have been put on the 
defensive and disoriented by the offensive waged 
against them by resurgent authoritarians. They need 
to adapt to a new and more hostile environment, build 
multiple associations on global, regional and sub-
regional levels for the exchange of practical know-
how and solidarity, and develop effective new ways of 
coping and turning the tide. The role of youth move-
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ments and organizations is especially important in 
developing innovative ways of meeting the new chal-
lenges and tapping the enormous potential of social 
media as a tool for mobilizing and educating citizens 
and monitoring the performance of governments and 
other centers of power.

Another priority is strengthening international dem-
ocratic unity within and across regions and to work in 
concert to uphold and defend democratic standards 
and values. It is especially important to reinvigorate 
transatlantic bonds in combatting Russian efforts to 
divide European societies and to split Europe from the 
United States; to build support for democracy in Latin 
America from within the region; and to strengthen 
bonds between Western democracies and the rising 
democracies of South and East Asia. 

 Finally, it is necessary to mount a response to the 
information war that is being waged against democ-
racy by resurgent authoritarians. Democratic activ-
ists and intellectuals, with the support of democratic 
governments, must work to revitalize the arguments 
for the central ideas of democracy and to make these 
arguments relevant for the 21st century context. It is 
also important to respond more effectively to the pro-
paganda offensive that is being carried out by authori-
tarian governments. Such a response should include 
increasing support to democratic media and expand-
ing the international broadcasting carried out by BBC, 
Deutsche Welle, RFE/RL and other public outlets; and 
also building up the capacity of local journalists and 
investigative reporters in autocratic countries and to 
help disseminate their reports through regional and 
global networks of traditional and social media. 

The second is the need to protect cyberspace as a 
medium for free expression and the advancement of 
human rights and open societies. Popular sentiment 
long held that authoritarian regimes were technolog-
ically-challenged dinosaurs that could not keep up 
with online activity and would inevitably be weeded 
out by the information age. But these regimes are 
proving much more adaptable than expected. They 
have prioritized control of cyberspace, and they have 
also developed methods to exert that control and 
martialed the resources needed to back their initia-
tives in this space. National-level Internet controls are 
now deeply entrenched, and authoritarian states are 
becoming more assertive internationally and region-
ally, spreading norms and looking to shape cyberspace 
in ways that guard their power and legitimize their 
international goals. They have access to the most 
sophisticated tools to conduct digital attacks and 

espionage, ranging from commonplace and widely cir-
culated remote-access Trojan horses, to sophisticated 
intrusion software packages supplied and serviced by 
private companies, to “cyber militias” and pro-regime 
bloggers who seek to shape social media and discredit 
independent and critical voices.

The digital threats are exacerbated by the quandary 
in which society now finds itself: Nearly all parts of 
society are wired in some form, but only a privileged 
few have digital connections that are adequately 
secured. Rarely do the privileged include civil-society 
actors such as NGOs and citizen journalists, despite 
their heavy reliance on digital tools for mobilization 
and communication. Such imbalance gives authori-
tarian regimes a golden opportunity to exert digital 
control over their own populations and to combat dis-
sent originating beyond their borders. Authoritarian 
regimes have complemented digital crackdowns by 
promoting cybersecurity policies that emphasize con-
cepts of state security at the expense of human rights. 
They are actively seeking to reshape cyber norms both 
regionally and internationally.

To counter these threats, it is necessary to build a 
strong coalition among governments, civil society, and 
the private sectors in support of common principles 
concerning an open and secure Internet governance 
regime at global and regional levels that is consistent 
with internationally recognized human-rights norms. 
States that support Internet freedom must be proactive 
about their levels of international engagement, coun-
tering norms that discount human rights in cyberspace 
and taking a firm position that civil society should be 
off-limits to digital espionage and attack. States must 
also confront the extra-territorial nature of digital tar-
geting, and the ability of illiberal states to buy on the 
open market sophisticated surveillance equipment that 
is used to undermine human rights.

In order for such a coalition to be effective, the 
democratic countries must “get their own houses in 
order.”  This entails ensuring that proper oversight, 
review, and accountability mechanisms are in place 
to guard against the potential abuse of wholesale and 
indiscriminate data collection. Moreover, since most of 
the data that is collected by governments comes from 
private-sector companies that are frontline “sensors,” 
oversight by judicial or other authorities should extend 
to that sector’s stewardship over customer data. The 
sharing of data without proper oversight would create 
precedents for bad practices abroad and would weaken 
the capacity of democratic countries to defend liberal 
norms and an open Internet. 
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In addition to defending an open and secure Internet 
system, it is important to strengthen the capacity of 
civil society worldwide to use advanced communica-
tion tools to promote basic freedoms and accountable 
government. It is also especially important to provide 
civil-society activists with education and training on 
best practices of cyber security.

The third dimension is the need for civil society to be 
better prepared to help protect fragile new democra-
cies against the danger of backsliding, to contribute to 
successful democratic transitions from authoritarian-
ism, and to guard against extremist movements and 
intolerant majorities. Democracy is challenged today 
by more than resurgent authoritarianism. In scores of 
countries where democracy has only sunk very shal-
low roots, democratic development and the rule of law 
are being threatened by a witches brew of rampant 
corruption, bad governance, electoral fraud, illiberal 
populism, ethnic and religious intolerance, political 
violence and intimidation, and the abuse of power 

by executives intent on hollowing out institutions of 
accountability and accumulating power and wealth 
for themselves and their cronies. There is no simple 
solution to problems of such magnitude and breadth. 
Democratic governments, donor agencies, and multi-
lateral institutions should condition their assistance 
and cooperation on a much higher standard of gover-
nance and democratic performance than what is now 
considered acceptable. But the core of a meaningful 
response has to come from an empowered, educated, 
and organized civil society.

Popular movements such as the EuroMaidan in 
Ukraine, Y’en y Marre in Senegal, and the New 
Citizens Movement in China have elevated the idea of 
democratic citizenship, showing a readiness to take 
moral responsibility for the future of their societies 
and to act as agents of democratic change. Popular 
movements in other countries and regions should 

build upon these examples of active citizenship and 
insist on political accountability and an end to impu-
nity for leaders who steal from and persecute their 
own people. They should also try to build bridges of 
tolerance and cooperation across gender lines and eth-
nic cleavages and among people of different economic 
strata, social backgrounds, and generations.

In building a new citizens movement, the organiza-
tions of civil society need to prioritize civic education, 
using all the tools at their disposal, including Internet 
platforms, to inform, motivate and organize people at 
the grassroots. They need to develop a fresh defense 
of democracy, making the case that democratic pro-
cesses are the only way fight corruption and achieve 
accountable government; and explaining how democ-
racy can “deliver” and address the economic needs of 
average citizens. In addition, civic organizations must 
connect with political society, work more closely with 
political parties, and be ready not just to hold govern-
ment accountable in the aftermath of a democratic 

breakthrough, but take responsibility for governance 
during the process of transition and political consoli-
dation.

Making the shift from civil society activism to 
politics is not easy in countries where parties have 
been associated with corruption, self-seeking, and 
the abuse of power. There is also an inherent reluc-
tance of activists who have worked courageously for 
many years against repressive systems to make the 
transition from protest to politics. Too often activists 
who are ready to make great sacrifices in the struggle 
against dictatorship are less willing to cross over into 
government once a breakthrough has been achieved. 
Young activists would benefit from more political-
science training as part of civic education programs 
to help them better understand the requirements of 
democratic politics in addition to the dynamics of 
popular movements. Connecting them to the many 

Democracy is challenged today by more than resurgent authoritarianism.  
In scores of countries where democracy has only sunk very shallow roots,  
democratic development and the rule of law are being threatened by a witches 
brew of rampant corruption, bad governance,electoral fraud, illiberal populism, 
ethnic and religious intolerance, political violence...
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civic activists and journalists in Ukraine and other 
countries who have made the transition to politics and 
governing would be one way to help prepare young 
activists for the challenges of the future.

An even more difficult challenge will be respond-
ing to violent ideological movements that use religion 
to mobilize followers, such as the 969 movement in 
Burma and the much more widespread movements 
of Islamist radicalism such as the Islamic State and 
Al-Qaeda. Until now, religious and political establish-
ments have failed to credibly challenge and discredit 
these dogmas of violence and nihilism. The solution 
must emerge from religious thinkers, research centers, 
and private educational institutions and NGOs within 
these communities that are able to offer an alternative 
vision of modernity, universal values, and the role of 
religion in public life. At present there are hundreds 
– even thousands - of independent and innovative 
educational and cultural initiatives of this kind scat-
tered all over the globe. There is a clear need to create 
stronger networks among there groups and help them 
challenge extremism by laying out an alternative 
democratic vision of tolerance, pluralism, civility, and 
modernity. Such networks will enhance the impact of 
ongoing educational and cultural projects and enable 
educational reformers to engage collectively in shap-
ing and offering alternative narratives, amplifying the 
impact of existing efforts, and creating a critical mass 
of literature and educational products.

The fourth priority is the need for the advanced 
democracies of the West to improve their economic 
and political performance, regain their confidence 
and sense of democratic purpose, and recommit them-
selves to strengthening the liberal world order and to 
countering the efforts by authoritarians and extrem-
ists to undermine it. While the United States and 
Europe remain stable and affluent democracies, they 
have entered a period of malaise that could harm the 
prospects for democracy worldwide. One reason for 
the malaise has been an extended period of economic 
stagnation that was magnified by the global finan-
cial crisis of 2008 but is rooted in systemic problems, 
among them increasing indebtedness and large budget 
deficits, uncontrolled entitlement spending, growing 
inequality, and the failure to invest in the develop-
ment of human capital and social infrastructure. 
There is also a crisis of political dysfunction, exem-
plified in the United States by political polarization 
and declining trust in government, and in Europe by 
the rise of populist fringe parties. The preoccupation 
with these problems has contributed to the declining 

geopolitical influence of the West, a trend that has 
emboldened the opponents of liberal democracy, who 
are rushing to fill the vacuums created by the Western 
paralysis and retreat. 

The scope and depth of these problems do not 
mean that the democratic West cannot find a way to 
overcome its current travails. Democracy’s greatest 
strength is its capacity for self-correction, and the 
dangers it faces today should concentrate the minds 
of political, economic, and civic leaders and move 
them to face up to the hard realities. They will need 
to think beyond the short-term and propose new and 
creative ways to address many challenges – how to 
achieve higher levels of economic growth and produc-
tivity that will benefit average citizens and not just the 
very wealthy; how to build greater political unity on 
core issues of national interest; how to adopt policies 
that will contain and deter democracy’s enemies; and 
how to restore confidence in the future and universal 
appeal of democracy. What is needed is nothing less 
than a new democratic resolve by the leaders and citi-
zens of the world’s advanced democracies.

This can be done. With all the troubles today, there 
are many reasons to remain hopeful. In key countries 
of the global south, democracy has made important 
and often surprising gains. In Indonesia, the world’s 
largest Muslim country, a broad democratic civic 
movement has enabled a reform leadership to beat 
back a concerted effort by the militaristic old guard 
to roll back democratic political change. In Tunisia, 
deeply divided political forces and social movements 
have been able to unite around a new democratic 
constitution, choose a new leadership in peaceful elec-
tions, and establish the Arab world’s first democracy. 
In Nigeria, the mobilization of civil society of civil 
society and citizens journalists using social media 
transformed what could have been a violent and 
fraudulent election into a step forward for democ-
racy in Africa’s largest country. Even in Sri Lanka, a 
divided country that is still recovering from decades 
of civil war, a new leadership promising to restore 
good governance and the rule of law and to address 
difficult issues of accountability for past war crimes 
came to power in a remarkably smooth transition fol-
lowing a relatively peaceful election. The stability for 
almost 70 years of democracy in India, which is soon 
to become the world’s largest country and is certainly 
its most diverse in language and religion, is nothing 
short of phenomenal. 

Democracy may indeed be in the throes of what 
some have called a democratic recession, but there 
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has been nothing close to the kind of “reverse-wave” 
rollback of democracy that followed earlier waves of 
democratic expansion. According to Freedom House, 
the number of electoral democracies now stands at 
125, two more than the previous high-water mark of 
123 that was reached in 2005 and seven more than 
in 2012. To be sure, in some of the countries newly 
ranked as electoral democracies – Nepal, for example, 
or Kenya or Pakistan – democracy is deeply troubled. 
Yet it is significant that authoritarianism has not been 
restored in any of them, and it has been reversed in 
Honduras and Mali, which experienced coups in 2009 
and 2012, respectively. What is noteworthy about 
democracy over the last troubled decade is not its fra-
gility, but its often unappreciated resilience.

Authoritarianism has also shown resilience. But key 
autocracies today are facing unprecedented crises. 
Russia is now reaping the harvest of its aggression 

in the form of a weakening currency, rising inflation, 
massive capital flight, and shrinking foreign reserves, 
in addition to significant casualties from the war in 
Ukraine that the government – fearing a public back-
lash – has tried to conceal. These problems have now 
been compounded by the sharp drop in the price of 
oil and could threaten the survival of Putin’s regime. 
Other oil-based autocracies also are in trouble, nota-
bly the increasingly repressive populist regime in 
Venezuela, where the economy began to implode 
even before the catastrophic fall in oil prices; and the 
Islamic dictatorship in Iran. Economic troubles in dic-
tatorships are not necessarily a good thing, since the 
regimes could react by escalating international ten-
sions and increasing repression. But they expose the 
vulnerability of such regimes, and they can sometimes 
lead to unexpected political openings.

The final reason for hope is the sustained struggle 
of democratic movements in countries throughout 
the world for political and economic accountability, 
civic renewal, and democratic rights. The victory last 
February of the Euromaidan movement in Ukraine 
produced a harsh Russian reaction. But instead of 

retreating, the movement continued to push forward. 
If it succeeds in fighting corruption, reforming the 
economy, and building a new country based on the 
rule of law, it will help the prospects for democracy 
not just in Ukraine but also in Russia and other coun-
tries in the region.

Even in some of the bleakest situations, such move-
ments have shown relentless determination and per-
sistence. The police cleared the streets after the 
Umbrella Revolution in Hong Kong, but movement 
leaders unfurled banners reading “We will be back,” 
and their persistence is certainly an inspiration to 
activists on the mainland, where repression has also 
failed to defeat a resilient civil society. New civic forc-
es are also beginning to assert themselves in Cuba, 
where activists in the Civil Society Open Forum are 
pressing for a real political opening and offering the 
Cuban people “a new narrative, tactics and strategy, 
and a new language” after more than five decades of 
totalitarianism.

Such movements will be heard from in the years 
ahead since they consist of activists who represent a 
new force in international politics: realistic in their 
goals and strategies, tech-savvy and informed, and 
committed to staying the course in the fight for human 
rights, freedom of expression, and the rule of law. 
Such activists know that they face a long and danger-
ous struggle and that, even if they succeed in remov-
ing a dictatorship, an even more difficult challenge 
will follow: building new institutions, subjecting 
powerful and corrupt interests to the rule of law, and 
getting democracy to work and produce real progress 
for all the people, not just for the elites. The fact that 
such activists persist in their work, without the benefit 
of any illusions, is the main reason we can be hopeful 
about the future. Their example also has the potential 
to ignite a new flame of democratic conviction in the 
established democracies.

There is therefore reason to believe that, while 
democracy faces formidable obstacles, the prospect for 
its renewal should not be underestimated. For the brave 
activists fighting for dignity and freedom, democracy 
remains a source of inspiration and of hope.

What is noteworthy about democracy 
over the last troubled decade  
is not its fragility, but its often  
unappreciated resilience.
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Agenda

Sunday – 1 November
Welcoming Remarks

Presentations by World Movement Participants

Cultural Performance:  Yeowoolim, North-South Korean Women’s Choir 

Monday – 2 November
9:00 – 10:00 AM		

Plenary Session: Conversation on “Understanding the Global Assault on Democracy”

10:15 AM – 1:15 PM

Panel Discussion A: Preparing Civil Society for its Role in Successful Transitions,  

Protecting New Democracies, and Guarding Against Extremist Movements 

Workshop Session A:

1.	 Active Citizen Engagement in Public Policy Making: Elections as an Entry Point

2.	 How to Conduct Innovative Issue-Based Mobilization among Youth

3.	 Engaging Effectively with Global Initiatives to Defend Civic Space

4.	 Public Participation and Government Services: How to Root Democracy in the Daily Lives of Citizens

5.	 How Can Economic Reforms Contribute to Democratic Renewal and What do Leaders Need to Know? 

6.	 Research Workshop: The Global Campaign Against Democratic Norms

7.	 How Can Local Governments Provide Space for Democratic Development and Protection of Human Rights?

8.	 Google Ideas Democracy Fair Booth

9.	 Technology Training Session: Communicating in Hostile Environments

1:15 – 2:30 PM		

Democracy Fair	

2:45 – 6:15 PM		

Regional Workshops

1.	 Asia Democracy Forum of the ADN: The State of Democracy in Asia—Challenges and Opportunities for Civil Society

2.	 African Democracy at Risk: Averting Recession, Promoting Progress

3.	 Shrinking Space for Civil Society in Eurasia: Clash of Values, Authoritarian Trends, and Regional Context

4.	 Central and Eastern Europe: How Can Civil Society Respond to Russia’s Efforts to Hinder Democratic Transitions and 

European Integration?

5.	 Latin America and the Caribbean: Ideas for Innovative Activism

6.	 Middle East and North Africa

7:15 – 10:15 PM		

Cultural Evening and Dinner Hosted by the Seoul-based Secretariat of the Asia Democracy Network with  

support from the Seoul Metropolitan Government and Mayor Park Won Soon and the Korea Democracy Foundation

For summaries of the Eighth Assembly workshops, please visit our website at www.movedemocracy.org.
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Tuesday – 3 November
9:00 – 10:00 AM		

Plenary Session: Conversation on The UN Commission of Inquiry (COI) Process on Closed Societies:  

What Can We Learn from the COI on North Korea?

10:15 AM – 1:15 PM	

Panel Discussion B: Digital Threats against Civil Society and Potential Solutions

Workshop Session B:

1.	 Implementing Commission of Inquiry (COI) Reports on Closed Societies: The Case of the COI Report on North Korea

2.	 How Can We Best Support Democratization from Outside the Country?

3.	 Network of Democracy Research Institutes (NDRI): The Global Authoritarian Challenge

4.	 How to Move Beyond “Negative” Peace

5.	 Moving from Protest to Politics: How to Ensure Democratic Transitions in Fragile Contexts

6.	 How Can We Use International Human Rights Mechanisms Effectively in Authoritarian Countries?

7.	 LGBTI Rights: Confronting Prejudice in Claiming Civic Space

8.	 Beyond the Usual Suspects: Engaging Artists in Civic Space Advocacy

Local Site Visits within Seoul:

1.	 People’s Solidarity for Participatory Democracy (PSPD)

2.	 Metropolitan City of Seoul City Hall

1:15 – 2:30 PM		

Democracy Fair

2:45 – 6:00 PM		

Google Ideas/Citizen Lab Workshop: Digital Security Bootcamp: Arming against Online Threats

Activists on the Big Screen: Civic Space Initiative (CSI) Videos

Local Site Visits within Seoul:

1.	 War and Women’s Human Rights Museum

2.	 Seoul Youth Factory for Alternative Culture (Haja Center)

For summaries of the Eighth Assembly workshops, please visit our website at www.movedemocracy.org.
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Wednesday – 4 November
9:00 AM – 12:00 Noon	

Panel Discussion C: How Can Civil Society Respond to the Current Resurgence of Authoritarianism?

Workshop Session C:

1.	 How Can we Best Address Threats against Minority Rights through Dialogue and Political Processes?

2.	 Inter-Generational Dialogue: Creating Shared Values for a Sustainable Democracy Movement

3.	 Kleptocracy: Its Corrosive Impact on Democracy at Home and Abroad

4.	 Research Workshop: How Can New Technologies Help Ensure Free and Fair Elections?

5.	 What are the Best Strategies for Expanding and Deepening Women’s Political Participation?

6.	 Supporting Human Rights Defenders in Danger: Current and New Approaches to Regional and Global Assistance

7.	 How Can Civil Society Help Secure Democratic Transitions in Unstable Contexts?

8.	 Building Political Support for Independent Media: The Role of Civil Society

9.	 Technology Training Session: Digital Activism in Repressive Environments

9:00 AM – 12:00 Noon 	

Local Site Visits within Seoul:

1.	 Korea Democracy Foundation (KDF)

2.	 Seoul NPO Center

12:15 – 1:30 PM		

Democracy Fair

1:45 – 4:45 PM		

Panel Discussion D: Developing an International Action Plan to Renew Democracy:  

What do the Leaders and Citizens of Advanced Democracies Need to Do?

Workshop Session D:

1.	 How Can Movements for Labor Rights Impact Broader Movements for Democracy?

2.	 How Can Institutionalizing Post-Conflict Reconciliation Provide a New Path for Democracy?

3.	 Consultation for UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Association and of Peaceful Assembly:  

Best Practices for Managing Peaceful Protests

4.	 How Can Education Help Cultivate Responsible Democratic Citizenship?

5.	 How Citizen Movements Impact Political Parties and How Parties Can Respond

6.	 Enhancing Democracy through Access to Open Data: What are the Roles of Civil Society and Media?

7.	 Corporate Citizenship and Collaborative Governance

8.	 How NGOs that Integrate Multi-Partisan Actors Can Improve the Quality of Democracy

9.	 Technology Training Session: Armchairs to Action—Activating Your Network Online

6:30 – 9:00 PM		

John B. Hurford Memorial Dinner and Presentation of Democracy Courage Tributes

For summaries of the Eighth Assembly workshops, please visit our website at www.movedemocracy.org.



www.movedemocracy.org

16    World Movement for Democracy   Seoul, Korea November 1–4, 2015



		  www.MoveDemocracy.org    17

Opening Session

The Rt. Hon. Kim Campbell
Member (Canada) and Chair,  
World Movement Steering Committee
Former Prime Minister of Canada

Excerpts: Since the World Movement’s founding 
in 1999, we have repeatedly emphasized the impor-
tance of mutual cooperation, support, and solidarity. 
Regardless of our background, we have come together 
to reaffirm our commitment to democratic principles 
at a time when democracy is facing a host of threats 
around the world. 

The theme of this Assembly is “Empowering Civil 
Society for Democracy and its Renewal.” You and 
your fellow civil society activists around the world are 
at the forefront of challenging resurgent authoritar-
ians, protecting fragile new democracies, contributing 
to successful democratic transitions, and guarding 
against extremist movements.

We chose Seoul as our venue to recognize and cel-
ebrate the remarkable transformation of South Korea 
from a military dictatorship in the late 1980s to its 
position today as a regional leader on democracy. We 
believe there is much to learn from that important 
experience.

Hwang Kyo-ahn
Prime Minister of the Republic of Korea

Excerpts (translated and edited from the Korean 
original): The Right Honorable Kim Campbell, Chair 
of the World Movement Steering Committee, partici-
pants of the World Movement for Democracy, and dis-
tinguished guests, congratulations on the opening of 
the World Movement for Democracy’s Eighth Global 
Assembly.

It is meaningful that the Republic of Korea is host-
ing the Assembly for the World Democracy Movement 
for the first time in East Asia. I also wish to welcome 
you who are leading the development of democracy 
around the world to Korea. 

Democracy is the optimum political system for 
guaranteeing freedom and happiness. However, there 
are many regions in which the roots of democracy have 
yet to take hold. Civil society and human rights are 
being threatened and democracy is facing challenges 
from the terror of extremist groups such as ISIL. The 
theme of this Assembly, “Empowering Civil Society 
for Democracy and Its Renewal,” is significant. Your 
passion for and devotion to democracy is critical in 
expanding cooperation on democracy issues within 
the international community and strengthening the 
activities of civil society.

Welcoming Remarks

“We chose Seoul as our venue to recognize 
and celebrate the remarkable transformation 
of South Korea from a military dictatorship 
in the late 1980s to its position today as a 
regional leader on democracy.” —Kim Campbell

“Your passion for and devotion to democracy  
is critical in expanding cooperation on  
democracy issues within the international 
community and strengthening activities of 
civil society.” —Hwang Kyo-ahn
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The Republic of Korea achieved democratization 
and industrialization in a short time, an unparal-
leled miracle. Our experience taught us the symbiotic 
relationship between democratization and economic 
development. We built a foundation for rapid economic 
development and democracy, and are securing con-
tinued national development using this base. We will 
continue to contribute to freedom and human rights, 
peace and prosperity in the global village by sharing 
our experience with democratization and industrial-
ization. 

Anselmo Lee
Executive Director of the  
Korea Human Rights Foundation

Excerpts: The Assembly is here not because Korea 
is the best example of democracy, but because there 
are many lessons to learn and challenges to share. As 
the Prime Minister stated, South Korea has achieved 
economic development and democracy simultane-
ously…. When I was young, democracy seemed a dis-
tant dream, and many, especially students and youth, 
political dissidents and workers, died for the cause of 
human rights and democracy in Korea. When I was 
older, I witnessed the dream of democracy come true. 

Today in Korea, many people have become disil-
lusioned about democracy. People are protesting and 
demonstrating in the streets, an indication of vibrant 
civil society and dynamic Korean democracy. Korea is 
the perfect venue for this gathering as there is much to 
learn from Korea’s successes and failures.

Dr. Matyas Eörsi
Senior Advisor to the Secretary General and 
Head of Administration, Finance and Human 
Resources at the Community of Democracies

Excerpts: As we see the world is changing, the foes 
of democracy are changing. Globalization has meant 
that the world is becoming one big financial mar-
ket. Recently, globalization has acquired a new ele-
ment. Anti-democrats learn from each other and their 
endeavors to shrink civic space have also become 
global. The number of countries where journalists are 
in jail has remained painfully high…. New voices face 
barriers and small media outlets are driven to the 
brink of insolvency…. Vicious lawsuits are being sys-
tematically filed…. This all shrinks the discourse and 
matters of discussion that are important to the people. 

Civil societies are not necessarily prosecuted like in 
the past, before the fall of the Berlin Wall. Today, the 
revenue offices can achieve the same goals by effort-
lessly controlling civil society organizations, suspend-
ing their tax numbers to prevent them from doing any 
activities…. It is clear that if we do nothing about this, 
autocracy might continue spreading. 

“If anti-democrats have formed a global  
coalition and learned from each other,  
conclusion number one is that democracy  
cooperation must also become global.”  
—Matyas Eörsi
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If anti-democrats have formed a global coalition 
and learned from each other, conclusion number one is 
that democracy cooperation must also become global. 
Democracies should also learn from each other. And 
they should also create firm coalitions and act jointly 
in the international arena…

Presentations

Ladan Boroumand
Co-founder and Research Director of the 
Abdorrahman Boroumand Foundation for the 
Promotion of Human Rights and Democracy  
in Iran

Excerpts: Today, we are facing a reinvigorated wind 
of authoritarianism that defies democracy. China’s 
detention of Nobel Prize laureate Liu Xiaobo and 
assault on pro-democracy demonstrators in Hong 
Kong, the extra judicial killings of Russian opposi-
tion figures, the arrest of Venezuelan dissidents, Iran’s 
execution of political and religious dissidents, and 
Syria’s bombing of its own people are the business of 
the world.

Inaction is as much founded in principles and val-
ues as is action. It’s time for democratic polities to ask 
if principles of inaction and disunity are consistent 
with their democratic values. What is at stake is the 
expansion of democratic values in the world, and more 

urgently, the preservation of these values within estab-
lished democracies. There is a relationship between 
the fight for democracy within non-democratic coun-
tries and the strengthening of democracy within soci-
eties that already enjoy democracy’s blessings….

The work will require faith, experience, lucidity, 
and imagination. During the last wave of democra-
tization, civil society emerged as a recognized and 
legitimate global actor. If we are being silenced, it is 
with the help of democratic governments and the glob-
al human rights community that we can re-emerge as 
strong relevant actors. Such an alliance should aim at 
creating real and virtual spaces where dissidents from 
authoritarian states can survive and launch chal-
lenges to spread democratic culture. It is this alliance, 
I am confident, from which the next wave of democra-
tization will spring.

Svitlana Zalishchuk
Member of Parliament, Ukraine

Excerpts: I feel humbled by the bravery of coura-
geous activists like Rafael Marques, a journalist from 
Angola who faced persecution for his investigative 
reports on blood diamonds; Ladan Boroumand, an 
Iranian activist who is collecting testimonies on the 
tortures and assassinations of thousands of people in 
Iran; and Wai Wai Nu from Burma remains passion-
ate after 17 years of imprisonment for simply being a 
daughter of an opposition politician.

“There is a relationship between the fight for  
democracy within non-democratic countries  
and the strengthening of democracy within  
societies that already enjoy democracy’s  
blessings.” —Ladan Boroumand

“…Revolution that happens on a personal  
level has the ability to positively influence  
the course of history” —Svitlana Zalishchuk
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Two years ago in Ukraine, we lived through dra-
matic developments when we kicked the authoritarian 
regime out of the country. In the middle of this fight, 
even after democratic elections, we realized the fragil-
ity of democracy. In the face of corruption, restrictive 
laws, censorship, and brutal infringement of human 
rights, we saw how weak democracy really was.

During our Maidan revolution, I used to coordinate 
one of the largest Facebook pages that became the 
main source of information for hundreds of thousands 
of people. After a police officer shot and wounded a 
peaceful protester, I remember posting a message that 
this [wounded protester] badly needed a certain type 
of blood. Two hours later…there was a line of two 
hundred people standing in front of the hospital ready 
to give their blood. They did not know, nor did they 
ask, who this man was. They did not think this was a 
doctor’s issue or a problem of the Ministry of Health. 
They felt it was their issue.

This example of the revolution that happens on a 
personal level has the ability to positively influence 
the course of history. Although democracy is weak, 
humble efforts of everyday people make democracy 
irreversible.

Jose Luis (Chito) Gascon
Chair of the Human Rights Commission  
of the Philippines

Excerpts: Democratic forces should be able to over-
come pushback of autocrats if we pursue a systematic 
and coordinated counter strategy as is outlined in the 
document “A Call for Democratic Renewal.”

I wish to highlight some points drawn from experi-
ences in my own country. First, the need to hold secu-
rity forces accountable for their abuses and to ensure 
civilian control and oversight. Second, the need to 
make democracy deliver by ensuring good gover-
nance, voice, civil participation, and inclusive devel-
opment as the best safeguard against the alternatives 

offered by populism and the emergence of illiberal 
democracies. Third, the need to increase investment 
in human, financial, and knowledge resources and 
democracy promotion programs directed at political 
activists. Fourth, [the need to] confront all activities 
that bolster authoritarian forces. We also need to 
address the double standards exhibited by some lead-
ers of established democracies that undermine the val-
ues of human rights in pursuit of either state security 
or economic interests…

This is self-evident: an empowered citizen, when 
confronted by tyranny, will choose freedom and will 
be prepared to sacrifice in unison with others for a 
noble calling…. No matter the obstacles we face, in our 
efforts to achieve democracy, we must stay the course, 
so long as we pursue our convictions about our cause’s 
justice and validity, for freedom and the democratic 
ideal.

“An empowered citizen, when confronted  
by tyranny, will choose freedom and will be 
prepared to sacrifice in unison with others  
for a noble calling.” —Chito Gascon 
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Democracy Courage Tributes 
Presented at the John B. Hurford Memorial Dinner

A highlight of each Assembly is the presentation, 
at the John B. Hurford Memorial Dinner, of the 
World Movement for Democracy’s Democracy 

Courage Tributes, which give special recognition to 
groups and movements working in particularly diffi-
cult circumstances. At the Eighth Assembly, Tributes 
were presented to the Advocates for the Rohingya 
People, Investigative Journalists in Africa,  and the 
Umbrella Movement in Hong Kong.

Advocates for the Rohingya People

Accepted by Wai Wai Nu,  
Founder of the Women’s Peace Network

While the Rohingya have received international rec-
ognition as an ethnic group deserving citizenship and 
equal rights in Burma, many label them as illegal 
Muslim migrants and subject them to dehumanizing 
treatment. International visitors to Burma’s Rakhine 
State have described their living conditions as deplor-
able and UN Special Rapporteurs on Burma’s human 
rights situation have highlighted their brutal state-
sponsored persecution. Groups such as the Women 
Peace Network—Arakan have worked courageously 
with and on behalf of the Rohingya people, building 
their political awareness and calling international 
attention to the systemic discrimination and human 
rights abuses they face.

Investigative Journalists in Africa

Accepted by Rafael Marques de Morais, 
investigative journalist

In much of Africa, journalists live in fear of arbitrary 
arrest, receive death threats from politicians and 
armed groups, and are regularly harassed along with 
their families. This has been particularly true of those 
who investigate corruption, corporate misdeeds, and 
state sponsored terrorism. In this difficult environ-
ment, a number of brave individuals have managed 
to break through the bonds of censorship and corrupt 
media practices to score victories for freedom of the 
press. In the words of Angolan investigative journal-
ist Rafael Marques, “When we do good investigation, 
it gets international attention and can be a game-
changer.”



Empowering Civil Society for Democracy and Its Renewal

22    World Movement for Democracy   Seoul, Korea November 1–4, 2015

The John B. Hurford Memorial Dinner was sponsored by 
the Hurford Foundation whose president, Robert Miller 
welcomed all the Assembly participants and recognized 
their extraordinary efforts. 

The dinner was named for the late John Boyce Hurford 
(1938-2000), an internationalist and philanthropist who 
played an important role in helping to conceptualize and 
bring into being the World Movement for Democracy. 

Robert Miller, president of the Hurford Foundation  
providing welcoming remarks at the concluding  
John B. Hurford Memorial Dinner.

The Umbrella Movement in Hong Kong 

Accepted by Nathan Law Kwun-chun, 
Secretary General of the Hong Kong 
Federation of Students 

The Umbrella Movement’s bold call in the fall of 2014 
for a free and fair election process to select the city’s 
leaders brought thousands into the streets to dem-
onstrate peacefully. The images from these protests 
have motivated Chinese democracy activists on the 
mainland and resulted in solidarity between longtime 
champions of democracy in Hong Kong and a new gen-
eration of Hong Kong youth seeking to improve their 
city. The Hong Kong democracy movement will face 
further obstacles in the years to come, and their ide-
alism and bravery will need to be supported as they 
work for democratic representation in Hong Kong.
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Special Remarks
The Honorable Chung Ui-Hwa
Speaker of the National Assembly of the Republic of Korea

Excerpts (translated and edited from the Korean 
original): The Courage Tribute recipients, through 
their courage and devotion, are like precious jew-
els who have led the evolution of human history by 
enriching the world we are living in now. …

While we are faced with challenges against democ-
racy, we have a firm belief in the power of democracy. 
Democracy is not a static thing; it is perpetual jour-
ney…

The people of the Republic of Korea have broken 
the chains of a painful history from the colonial era, 
liberation, war, and the division of the nation. Korea’s 
success is not unique. I believe it is an attainable goal 
that can be applied anywhere in the world; a model for 
freedom, human rights, peace and prosperity around 
the globe. I assure you that the National Assembly of 
Korea will take a more active role to share our experi-
ences with the international community… 

This year marks the 70th anniversary of the end of 
World War II, but also it has been 70 years since South 
and North Korea were divided in two. Only a few 
dozen kilometers north of Seoul, residents living on 
the opposite side of the demilitarized zone are living 
a tough and miserable life, mainly concerned about 
their livelihood, let alone their political freedom. I’d 
like to call on the ladies and gentleman gathered here 
today to pay more attention to them so that North 
Korea can open its closed doors to the world so that 
North Korean people can live with the basic values of 
democracy:  freedom, equality and human rights. 

“The people of the Republic of Korea have broken the chains of a painful history from the 
colonial era, liberation, war, and the division of the nation. Korea’s success is not unique. 
I believe it is an attainable goal that can be applied anywhere in the world; a model for 
freedom, human rights, peace and prosperity around the globe.” —Chung Ui-Hwa 



Every day, governments introduce restrictive laws  
and policies that shrink civic space and people’s ability  

to live free and meaningful lives. Some activists who  
attended past World Movement Assemblies  

ARE NOW IN PRISON.

#SetThemFree is a GLOBAL campaign  
to build solidarity with those activists  

and many others behind bars.

Together, we can raise awareness,  
mobilize others, and engage with stakeholders  

to achieve their RELEASE.

Khadija Ismailova Ilgar Mammadov Gilbert Sojo

To learn more about their stories and find out  
how you can help, visit our website at: 

http://www.helpsetthemfree.org/ 

#SetThemFree
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Discussion Highlights

F rom the perspective of plenary session partici-
pants, combatting the current authoritarian 
resurgence may require a radical shift in the 

ways democracy is advanced and democracy assis-
tance is organized.

The development of authoritarianism is occurring 
at the level of institutions and ideas, said Christopher 
Walker of the National Endowment for Democracy’s 
International Forum for Democratic Studies. Illiberal 
regimes are compromising, subverting and, in some 
cases, seeking to replace international institutions as-
sociated with the liberal world order. Even more, au-
thoritarians are making dedicated efforts to dilute and 
adulterate democratic norms and question democracy, 
not least through mass media. 

Combatting the attack on civil society, typified by 
Ethiopia’s restrictive laws and Russia’s designation of 
foreign-funded NGOs as foreign agents, is a strategic 
priority, said Maina Kiai, the UN Special Rapporteur 
on the rights to freedom of assembly and association. 
The resilient resistance evident in recent protests by 
Chile’s students, Hong Kong’s Umbrella Movement, 
and Burkina Faso’s citizens confirms that there is a new 
global contestation. However, democratic norms are 
consistently challenged within the United Nations by 
a well-disciplined and like-minded group of illiberal 
states – sadly, including democratic India and South 
Africa – while liberal democracies fail to match their 
organization and commitment. 

Too many resources have been devoted to institution-
building at the expense of civil society. It is inappropri-
ate to maintain the same approach if it isn’t working. 
Rather than do more or do better, we need to change the 
template of democracy and governance work; this in-

cludes rejecting a development-style, technocratic ap-
proach to advancing democracy based on inappropriate 
indicators and outcomes.

The experience of Central Asia confirms that author-
itarians are also promoting their own counter-norms, 
said Alexander Cooley of Columbia University’s Har-
riman Institute. In response to the Color Revolutions, 
the Arab Spring, and Euromaidan, autocrats are stress-
ing security, sovereignty, and stability, and playing on 
fears of foreign interference. Civilizational diversity is 
promulgated through the likes of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization, which present universal norms 
as ‘Western’ values. Finally, traditional values are being 
promoted by Russia – most recently in Kyrgyzstan and 
Kazakhstan – and defended on the grounds that they 
are threatened by foreign funding of NGOs and by the 
LGBTI agenda. 

The language of “universal values” and norms should 
be employed instead of “Western” values, which plays 
into the autocrats’ agenda. For the same reason, democ-
racy promoters must steer clear of associations with geo-
political agendas and interests. Eurasia’s family-based 
regimes have proven to be quite adept at taking advan-
tage of globalization – for example, enjoying Western in-
vestments – and at playing off the Great Powers. 

For summaries of the  
Eighth Assembly workshop sessions,  

please visit our website at  
www.movedemocracy.org

ORGANIZER:
National Endowment for Democracy (NED) – U.S.

SPEAKERS:
Alexander Cooley, Harriman Institute, Columbia University – U.S.
Sook Jong Lee, East Asia Institute – Korea
Maina Kiai, UN Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of  
peaceful assembly and of association – Kenya
Carlos Ponce, Freedom House – Venezuela

MODERATOR:
Christopher Walker, International Forum for Democratic Studies,  
NED – U.S. 

RAPPORTEUR:
Michael Allen, Democracy Digest, NED – UK

Understanding the Global Assault on Democracy
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The poor performance of new democracies in fail-
ing to deliver basic goods and services has opened the 
door to authoritarian regimes and enhanced the appeal 
of the China model, which has challenged the associa-
tion between democratization and sustained economic 
growth, said the East Asia Institute’s Sook Jong Lee. 
Democracy has been further tainted by weak state ca-
pacity and the prevalence of ethnic and religious divi-
sions within civil society. Asian democracies like South 
Korea and Indonesia should form a coalition of middle 
powers that is more energetic in promoting democracy, 
but adopts approaches different from the EU or US. 
This middle coalition should capitalize on close com-
mercial and cultural ties with China to help “socialize” 
its elites to liberal norms. There is a critical need to 
empower Asian civil society – especially those groups 
which support democratic change in North Korea and 
Myanmar, to promote reconciliation and counter eth-
nic cleavage, and to avoid “nationalizing” civil society 
– requiring that CSOs follow their state’s insistence on 
sovereignty and Realpolitik in foreign relations. 

In Latin America, the process of authoritarian learn-
ing appears evident – Venezuela and Nicaragua have 
copied aspects of Cuba’s autocratic governance, while 
Ecuador and Bolivia have learned from Chavismo and 
Sandinista practice, said Carlos Ponce, Latin America 

T his panel discussion sought to develop strategies 
for civil society to ensure successful democratic 
transitions. By looking at case studies of transi-

tions in Burma, Slovakia, Ukraine, and the Middle 
East and North Africa, the discussion identified a 
variety of challenges to democratic transitions and 
considered ways forward.

Several panelists noted that donors’ instrumental 
approach using a developmental model has not always 

been helpful in building democratic forces. A flood of 
international aid to a fragile transition, like the one in 
Burma, is actually doing more harm than good. Much of 
the international aid has been provided to governments 
that are not quite ready for a transition to democracy, 
government-organized NGOs (GONGOs), and other 
non-democratic forces. This practice has worked to un-
dermine democratic transitions, rather than strengthen 
them. The donor community should avoid using models 
that are too results-oriented.

program director for Freedom House. Latin America’s 
more established democracies have also failed to come 
to the aid of beleaguered democrats in Venezuela and 
similar regimes, while the OAS has failed to invoke its 
Democratic Charter in defense of  its own standards 
and norms. 

Ultimately, it is essential for democrats around the 
world to recognize the global assault on democracy and 
coordinate unified responses at the national, regional, 
and international levels. Authoritarian regimes will 
continue to undermine democratic values and insti-
tutions if proponents of democracy do not learn from 
these developments and act. 

Preparing Civil Society for its Role in Successful Transitions

ORGANIZER: 	
World Movement for Democracy Secretariat

PRESENTERS:
Igor Blazevic, Center for Democracy and Culture – Czech Republic
Grigorij Meseznikov, Institute for Public Affairs – Slovakia
Oraib Al Rantawi, Al Quds Center for Political Studies – Jordan
Svitlana Zalishchuk, Member of Parliament – Ukraine

MODERATOR:
Paul Graham, Freedom House – South Africa

RAPPORTEUR:
Ryota Jonen, World Movement for Democracy – Japan 
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The influence of deeply rooted state actors is another 
challenge to transition. High-level officials from the 
military and security sectors, oligarchs, and other big 
business groups often influence and manipulate the po-
litical environment. This derails the constructive devel-
opment of democratic institutions. A shift in the owner-
ship of media outlets from independent private owners 
to those oligarchs with political ambitions or high-level 
government officials remains a threat to democratic 
transition. The legitimacy of democracy is questioned 
in light of corruption, lack of accountability, and absent 
independent judicial systems. 

In many of these transitions, state institutions and 
processes have been captured by the military or secu-
rity services tied with economic interests. This phenom-
enon decreases the ability for democratic institutions 
to function and leads to public perception of injustice, 
illegitimacy, and lack of confidence in the state. For 
example, Igor Blazevic argued that Burma has tran-
sitioned from a dysfunctional military regime to a re-
gime in which the military sits as an autonomous and 
powerful body supervising the political space in which 
the ruling party rules forever. In addition, many states 
in transition are challenged by an increase in majori-
tarianism. In recent years, single party governments in 
Central Europe, for example, have been gaining pow-
er and reducing negotiation in policy making. Such a 
system ignores the diverse voices of citizens, including 
religious, ethnic, and other minorities, in the policy-
making processes.

There is also a noticeable crisis within civil society. 
Even though civil society is vibrant in many of these 
states, there is little cohesion and coordination. In the 
context of donor-driven projects, civil society organiza-
tions are often divided and competing with each other, 
rather than being united. Lack of internal democratic 
practice, transparency, or accountability within civil 
society groups are also challenges to building a stron-
ger democratic movement.

In the wake of horrific acts of terror committed 
around the world today, authoritarian governments 
are using the label of terrorism to crack down on criti-
cal civil society groups and activists that they deem to 
threaten national peace. Maintaining such stability has 
become a priority for the governments as well as the 
international donors; although most groups are not a 
terror threat, this logic is used to suppress democracy 
and human rights groups.

Having identified the challenges, the panelists urged 
efforts to renew the civil society sector. In the face of 
changing political environments and actors, civil soci-

ety groups need to adjust their strategies. Often, orga-
nizations that were established before the transitional 
period face challenges in coping with the changing en-
vironment.

Electing different people to political office is not 
enough. In Ukraine, for example, civil society needs to 
keep a critical eye on elected MPs and government of-
ficials while also taking responsibility into their own 
hands and actively participating in the reform process. 
Svitlana Zalishchuk of Ukraine pointed out that many 
civil society leaders have become members of Parlia-
ment to push reforms within the system. One result of 
the Arab Spring was bringing to office a new group of 
MPs and government officials who were active in civil 
society leading up to the political opening. Still, there 
are challenges to this involvement and the transla-
tion of civil society’s voice to the political arena. For 
instance, while women in the Middle East have been 
extremely active in protests on the street, those women 
are rarely represented in the new government.

Civil society can work to provide solutions to ter-
rorism, violent extremism, and religious conflict. To 
respond to the crack-down by authoritarian govern-
ments, civil society should engage in more activities to 
address root-causes of terrorism and extremism. Civil 
society should also challenge governments and work 
with the international community to ensure that gov-
ernments recognize civil society as partners in address-
ing the issues. 

Finally, broader, united democratic fronts are need-
ed to address the challenges to democratic transitions. 
Civil society groups should be more united to leverage 
their power against the power of authoritarian govern-
ments or military regimes. Partnering with the media 
community is essential in sharing stories that expose 
the corruption. Small and medium-size enterprises 
(SMEs) should be included as possible allies.
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A mbassador Jung-Hoon Lee, the Korean 
Ambassador for Human Rights, opened the 
plenary session by giving an overview of how, 

since the 1948 adoption of the Universal Declaration of 
Human rights, the international community has come 
together to develop frameworks to deal with human 
rights abuses globally. 

While these frameworks have been employed in 
places as diverse as Rwanda, Cambodia, and South Af-
rica, the North Korean abuses, until recent years, have 
managed to elude global attention. However, this trend 
changed when the UN Human Rights Council started 
paying closer attention to the North Korean human 
rights situation after 2003. This change culminated in 
the UN Commission of Inquiry (COI), which produced 
its report in February 2014 after a year of research, tes-
timony, and consultations. 

Participants noted that a few years ago, the idea of a 
COI on North Korea was unthinkable in large part due 
to the seemingly insurmountable problem of access to 
the country. However, while the COI is a major accom-
plishment, it does not necessarily translate to change. 
The best way to continue the momentum of the COI is 
to raise the standards of data collection and to continue 
to research and compile evidence that can be used in 
future years when the country or its leaders are more 
open to accountability mechanisms. 

Persistent activism was key to gaining the attention 
necessary to bring the movement to where it is today; 
the COI was accomplished by using multiple UN mech-
anisms to help issues in North Korea gain traction and 
attention internationally. 

It is critical to build trust through regional mecha-
nisms. For example, the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) 
was initially convened to address issues of regional 
security, but through years of trust-building, the ten 
very politically diverse nations managed to find com-
mon ground. It is from this common ground that par-
ticipants see the opportunity for the group to continue 
to expand its reach to new areas and issues like human 
rights. In this vein, ASEAN could be a venue to advance 
the momentum of the COI process. 

Participants also spoke about the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, which 
recently published a report on abuses in Sri Lanka fol-
lowing the recent end of conflict. Sri Lanka transitioned 
from a detrimental situation, in which the UN was con-
gratulating the Sri Lankan government for bringing the 
war to a close, to one in which war crimes were under 
UN investigation. This has been a major achievement 
for civil society considering the short timeframe; it can 
be attributed to the consistent advocacy of civil society.

The workshop considered what would happen if the 
Security Council does not refer North Korea to the ICC. 
Though North Korea is not a member of the ICC, inter-
national jurisdiction could be used to hold some lead-
ers accountable. Further, there has also been discussion 
of a hybrid court with South Korea. While there is no 
precedent for such an arrangement, Ambassador Lee 
pointed to other examples globally where hybrid courts 
have had success. Going forward, a tribunal targeting 
the 100 most culpable individuals might be another op-
tion outside of the ICC. Participants stressed that it is 
important at this stage to continue to gather evidence 

Conversation on the UN Commission of Inquiry (COI) Process  
on Closed Societies: What Can We Learn From the COI on North Korea?

ORGANIZER:
Asan Institute for Policy Studies – Korea

SPEAKERS:
The Honorable Stephen Rapp, former Ambassador-at-Large  
for War Crimes Issues
Joanna Hosaniak, Citizens’ Alliance for North Korean  
Human Rights – Poland
Rafendi Djamin, ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission  
on Human Rights (AICHR) – Indonesia
Sherine Xavier, The Social Architects – Sri Lanka

MODERATOR:
Ambassador Jung-Hoon Lee, Ambassador for Human Rights – Korea 

RAPPORTEUR:
Lynn Lee, National Endowment for Democracy (NED) – U.S. 	  
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T he discussion opened with a presentation describ-
ing the experience of the Tibetan community 
in dealing with targeted digital attacks. The 

Tibetan community has faced malware attacks for 
over a decade. In response, groups in the community 
have developed “hyper localized” approaches to raise 
awareness and engage in public education. 

Research conducted by the Citizen Lab has found that 
the capacity of civil society to connect to information 
communication technologies is outpacing their capac-
ity to be secure. Digital security breaches are a silent 
and pervasive epidemic in civil society that needs to be 
addressed. Civil society groups face the same threats as 
the private sector and government, while equipped with 
far fewer resources to secure themselves.

Despite these issues, success stories exist. In Malawi, 
for example, human rights groups used Martus, a secure 
information collection and management tool developed 
by Benetech, to gather stories of police brutality against 

the LGBT community. They presented this documenta-
tion to law enforcement authorities, who investigated 
and addressed the issue. Media have reported that an 
employee of the spyware firm Hacking Team quit his 
position after a Citizen Lab report showed Hacking 
Team spyware products were being used against activ-
ists from the Ethiopian community. This story demon-
strates that research on these issues can shift the moral 
orientation of people working in this field.

The participants also noted a number of challenges 
for improving digital security for civil society and po-
tential ways forward. First, the digital security commu-
nity must encourage people to take security seriously 
without introducing excessive paranoia about digital 
threats. Activists can become so paranoid that it para-
lyzes their ability to work effectively. Second, the us-
ability of tools can be an issue. Software that is devel-
oped for human rights activists is often not as usable 
and accessible as popular consumer apps. Open Source 

Digital Threats Against Civil Society and Potential Solutions

ORGANIZER:
Citizen Lab, Munk School, University of Toronto – Canada

PRESENTERS:
Ron Deibert, Citizen Lab, Munk School,  
University of Toronto – Canada
John Scott-Railton, Citizen Lab, Munk School,  
University of Toronto – U.S.
Scott Carpenter, Google Ideas – U.S. 
William Marczak, Citizen Lab, Munk School,  
University of Toronto – U.S. 
Jim Fruchterman, Benetech – U.S.
Maryam Al-Khawaja, Gulf Center for Human Rights – Bahrain 

MODERATORS:
Ron Deibert, Citizen Lab, Munk School,  
University of Toronto – Canada
John Scott-Railton, Citizen Lab, Munk School,  
University of Toronto – U.S.

RAPPORTEUR:
Masashi Crete-Nishihata, Citizen Lab, Munk School,  
University of Toronto – Canada 

and keep applying pressure. While accountability is 
the ultimate goal, the human rights agenda can also be 
advanced through trade, development, and economic 
agreements. It is important for civil society to continu-
ally work toward their goals, even after some success 
has been attained. 

Ambassador Lee closed by quoting the COI’s lan-
guage that the abuses taking place in North Korea have 
“no parallel in the contemporary world.” While it is 
still difficult to directly observe North Korea, there are 
promising signs that the COI has had an impact and 
that civil society can capitalize on the momentum. 
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T he current authoritarian resurgence is in large 
part motivated by the sweeping gains of the 
Third Wave of democracy and, more recently, 

the “Color Revolutions” in post-Communist states. In 
light of those events, the ruling elites of China, Russia, 
and Iran clearly undertook strategic reviews, identify-
ing regime vulnerabilities, and opposition strengths, 
before initiating pre-emptive measures to counter and 
nullify challenges to their authority. As of today, the 
world’s democratic forces have yet to undertake a cor-
responding re-orientation or innovation in response to 
authoritarian learning.

It may be unrealistic to expect ethical foreign policy 
from democratic governments, which inevitably need to 
balance economic, military, trade, and other strategic 
factors against considerations of democracy and human 
rights. The European Union and the United States are 
often not on the same page when it comes to promoting 

democratic reform in places like Georgia or Ukraine. 
When values-based foreign policy meets interest-based 
geo-economics, democratic principles are too easily 
bargained away.

The West is currently disabled by political polariza-
tion, fiscal problems, and, most of all, a value dilemma 
brought on by moral relativism and post-colonial guilt. 
These factors breed an incapacity for self-affirmation 
and inaction, as in Syria and Ukraine. It is therefore 
necessary to spark a revival of democratic conviction 
in Western societies. With few exceptions (e.g. Merkel) 
the current generation of Western leaders has no expe-
rience of living under or combating authoritarian and 
totalitarian rule, either militarily or politically.

technology can often be a good bulwark for questions 
like, “what else is my data being used for?” Finally, the 
approach to security cannot just include activists but 
must involve solutions that can include larger commu-
nities and networks. It can be tempting for civil society 
to try and consider all of the digital security threats and 
problems at once and try to develop solutions. Howev-
er, a more practical approach requires focusing on one 
thing at a time. 

The discussion highlighted the need for funders to ad-
dress their digital security within their own organiza-
tions so they can better protect their grantees. Panelists 
and the audience also stressed the need to develop more 
creative, interactive, and engaging methods for raising 
awareness and providing education on digital security. 
Participants concluded that civil society should ap-
proach solutions to these attacks through both advo-
cacy and research. 

Developing an International Action Plan to Renew Democracy

ORGANIZER:
National Endowment for Democracy (NED) – U.S. 	

PRESENTERS:
Ladan Boroumand, Abdorrahman Boroumand Foundation – Iran
Robert Hårdh, Civil Rights Defenders – Sweden
Carl Gershman, National Endowment for Democracy (NED) – U.S.
Leyla Aliyeva, St. Antony’s College, Oxford University – Azerbaijan

MODERATOR:
Larry Diamond, Stanford University – U.S. 

RAPPORTEUR:
Michael Allen, Democracy Digest, NED – UK
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•	 Proponents of democracy should make an effort 
to broaden the agenda of the European Endow-
ment for Democracy and channel more resources 
through non-governmental organizations rather 
than states bodies.

•	 Strategic priorities should be established, in-
cluding the development of democracy in Tunisia, 
the Arab Spring’s only success story and a beach-
head for democracy in the region; Ukraine; and 
Cuba, which has significance in Latin America.

•	 Civil society should refresh, re-state, and renew 
the case for principles of democracy, and re-ani-
mate activism, highlighting the work of commit-
ted activists and the pronouncements of the likes 
of German President Angela Merkel and Nobel 
laureate Svetlana Alexeivich.

Democratic activists and organizations should posi-
tion themselves to take advantage of emerging oppor-
tunities:

•	 Activists should take note of the coming crisis of 
authoritarianism, possibly in China and probably 
in Cuba, which may be expedited by engagement.

•	 In response to adaptive authoritarianism, demo-
crats need to strategically innovate and adapt 
democracy movements by developing new ap-
proaches and deploying new technologies.

•	 Civil society organizations should press for more 
financial resources and consider strategic priori-
ties to enhance the traction and leverage of exist-
ing funds.

In light of these challenges, an international action 
plan to renew democracy should include the following:

•	 Activists should take advantage of existing dem-
ocratic institutions by educating and training 
dissidents on how to access and lobby the insti-
tutions like the European Commission and how 
to bring cases to the European Court of Human 
Rights. 

•	 Proponents of democracy should use the leverage 
of democracies to deter and penalize autocrats 
by denying access to Western markets, education-
al institutions, and culture. A “Global Magnitsky 
Act” would further enhance democrats’ ability 
to raise democratic and human rights violations 
in multilateral institutions and to penalize or at 
least embarrass perpetrators. Targeted sanctions 
are valuable because they raise public awareness 
of the issue and raise the cost to autocrats.

•	 Democrats should also educate and mobilize 
the public in western democracies to defend the 
democratic idea and institutions. The wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan have unfairly tarnished de-
mocracy assistance, especially in so far as it is as-
sociated with western military interventions and 
nation-building. Framing democratic values as 
“Western” is damaging and counter-productive, 
playing into the hands of fundamentalist or tra-
ditionalist forces. Rather, proponents of democ-
racy should publicize the views and statements of 
activists from non-democratic states and emerg-
ing democracies who are able to articulate their 
passion and appetite for democracy in a manner 
comparable to Soviet dissidents of an earlier era. 
New networks of NGOs and democratic govern-
ments could help counter the criminalization of 
democracy assistance and cross-border solidar-
ity against democracy. “Non-Western” democra-
cies like Brazil and India have so far failed to 
step up and advance democracy internationally. 
Civil society and other democratic actors in those 
states should be mobilized to apply pressure to 
legitimize and institutionalize democracy assis-
tance.

•	 The democracy assistance community must en-
gage and mobilize the younger generation, which 
has demonstrated a commitment to democratic 
values and international action on human rights, 
environmental, and other issues. Democrats 
should take advantage of activists like Malala  
Yousatzai of Pakistan, who has demonstrated an 
ability to inspire and capture the imagination of 
younger people.
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Democracy Fair

The Democracy Fair provided participants with the space to interact, network and learn from each other. It 
also served as a venue for participants to build solidarity on specific causes. For example, a letter writing sta-
tion and photo booth was installed to support the Set Them Free campaign to bring attention to political pris-
oners around the world.

We also screened a film series, “Activists on the Big Screen”, featuring Civil Space Initiative videos. The vid-
eos included: Girl Child: One Woman’s Quest to Redefine Her Society; I Was Not Alone: A Pakistani Activist’s 
Journey for Change; and, Fatima: Voices of Civil Society in Iraq. 
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Technology Trainings

The Technology Trainings focused on the use of new technologies in the work of democracy activists.  
The training included:

Digital Activism in  
Repressive Environments

ORGANIZER: 
China Digital Times

TRAINER: 
Xiao Qiang, China Digital Times – U.S. 

Armchairs to Action— 
Activating Your Network Online

ORGANIZER: 
Perennial

TRAINER: 
Aaron Rodericks, Perennial – Canada 

Communicating in  
Hostile Environments

ORGANIZER:  
Wickr Foundation – U.S.

TRAINER: 
Rita Zolotova, Wickr Foundation – U.S. 

Google Ideas Booth

ORGANIZER: Google Ideas – U.S.
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Site Visits

Participants visited diverse Seoul-based organizations to learn about their efforts for sustaining and enhancing 
their democracy in South Korea.

People’s Solidarity for Participatory Democracy (PSPD)

Democracy can only be realized when the people choose to regularly participate 
in socio-economic and political spheres of decision-making and closely monitor 
abuses of power by the state and corporations. PSPD works to promote and facilitate 
citizen engagement in these governmental processes and reforms.

Metropolitan City of Seoul City Hall

The Metropolitan City of Seoul City Hall provides a forum for Seoul’s citizens  
to voice their ideas and put them into action. City Hall undertakes various projects  
to promote democracy.

War and Women’s Human Rights Museum

The War and Women’s Human Rights Museum exhibits and records the criminal 
institutionalization of sexual slavery by the Japanese military during World War II.  
The museum shares the stories of the victims of the “comfort women” system to 
provide history, peace, and human rights education to future generations.

Seoul Youth Factory for Alternative Culture (Haja Center)

The Haja Center seeks to promote inter-generational relationships in creative ways. 
The Center runs a number of initiatives focused on mutual development, including 
the Haja Production School, social enterprise programs in musical performance and 
multicultural education, and career training for teenagers.

Korea Democracy Foundation (KDF)

The Korea Democracy Foundation (KDF) was established to contribute to democratic 
development by memorializing Korea’s democratization movement. The KDF supports 
democracy-oriented projects, arranges events to promote democracy, operates the 
Korea Democracy Memorial Hall, and manages documents and artifacts related to 
Korea’s democratization movement.

Seoul NPO Center

The Seoul NPO Center is a hub for incubating and cultivating non-profit organizations 
working for the public interest. Seoul NPO Center provides a space for civil society 
organizations to build productive partnerships with each other and the  
Seoul Metropolitan Government.
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Cultural Evening

The Cultural Evening and Dinner was co-hosted by the Seoul-based Secretariat of the Asia Democracy 
Network with support from the Seoul Metropolitan Government and Mayor Park Won Soon and the Korea 
Democracy Foundation.
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Participants

AFRICA
Angola
Rafael Marques de 
Morais
Maka Angola

Burundi
Kazoviyo Gertrude
Ligue Iteka

Cameroon
Ngo Mbe 
Maximilienne 
Chantal
Réseau des 
Défenseurs des 
Droits Humains en 
Afrique Centrale 
(REDHAC)

Cameroon
Agnes Ebo’o
Citizens Governance 
Initiatives

Cameroon
Paul Guy Hyomeni
Le Réseau 
Camerounais des 
Organisations des 
Droits de l’homme 
(RECODH)

D
emocracy activists, practitioners, and scholars from 

every region of the world gathered in Seoul, Korea 

to discuss practical solutions to a wide range of 

challenges to democracy.

In the following pages, participants are listed accord­

ing to region, country, and then alphabetically by last 

name. Those who attended are but a small fraction of the 

thousands of activists around the world, so many of whom 

could not be included in this Assembly. However, they are 

as much participants in the World Movement as those who 

attended. Many of the participants took great personal 

risks to attend the Assembly and some cannot be listed 

here for that reason. We wish to thank both those who at­

tended and those who were not able to attend for their sup­

port, dedication, and commitment.

Cote d’Ivoire
Drissa Soulama
Forum de la Societe 
Civile de l’Afrique de 
l’Ouest

Democratic Republic 
of the Congo
Kitenge Dismas
Groupe LOTUS

Democratic Republic 
of the Congo
Dolly Ibefo
La Voix des Sans 
Voix pour les Droits 
de l’Homme (VSV)

Democratic Republic 
of the Congo
Marianne Tshihamba
World Movement for 
Democracy

Democratic Republic 
of the Congo
Samuel Yagase
Groupement des 
Organisations 
Villageoises d’Auto-
Developpement 
(GOVA)

Ethiopia
Hallelujah Wondimu
Institute for Security 
Studies

Ghana
Franklin Oduro
Ghana Center 
for Democratic 
Development (CDD-
Ghana)

Kenya
Asha Dhima Guyo
Muslim for Human 
Rights (MUHURI)

Kenya
Waruguru Kaguongo
International Center 
for Not-for-Profit Law 
(ICNL)

Kenya
Hussein Khalid El-
Khimdy
Haki Africa

Kenya
Maina Kiai
UN Special 
Rapporteur on the 
rights to freedom of 
peaceful assembly 
and of association

Kenya
Kamau Ngugi
National Coalition 
of Human Rights 
Defenders- Kenya

Mali
Wassa Kamissoko
Collectif des Femmes 
du Mali

Mauritania
Bechir El Hassen
Pacte Républicain

Nigeria
Kingsley Bangwell
Youngstars 
Development Initative

Nigeria
Lois Chinedu
Noble Mission for 
Change Initiative 
(NMI)

Nigeria
Chinedu Ekwealor
World Youth 
Movement for 
Democracy/African 
Students for Liberty

Somalia
Abdurashid Ali
Somali Family 
Services

South Africa
Mmapaseka Letsike
Access Chapter 2

South Sudan
Joshua Jame Kolok
Foundation for 
Democracy and 
Accountable 
Governance (FODAG)

Sudan
Torki Farhat
Sudanese Assembly 
of Youth Foundation

Sudan
Safia Mussad 
Mohamed
The Gender Center 
for Research and 
Training

Uganda
Irene Ikomu
Parliament Watch

Uganda
Nicholas Opiyo
Chapter Four

Uganda
Frank Rusa
Democratic 
Governance Facility

Uganda
Hassan Shire Sheikh
East and Horn of 
Africa Human Rights 
Defenders Network

Zimbabwe
Glanis 
Changachirere
Institute for Young 
Women Development

Zimbabwe
Tapera Kapuya
Office of the UN 
Special Rapporteur 
on rights to freedom 
of peaceful assembly 
and association
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Zimbabwe
Earnest Mudzengi
Media Centre

Zimbabwe
Jestina Mukoko
Zimbabwe Peace 
Project

Zimbabwe
Zenzele Ndebele
The Bulawayo Show

ASIA/ 
PACIFIC
Australia
Michael Danby
Parliament

Australia
Nyunggai Warren 
Mundine
Australian Indigenous 
Chamber of 
Commerce

Bangladesh
Selima Ahmad
Bangladesh 
Women Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry

Bangladesh
Shahed Kayes
Subornogram 
Foundation

Bhutan
Zangley Dukpa
National Assembly of 
Bhutan

Burma
Soe Aung
Burma Partnership

Burma
Kyaw Kyaw
Political Defiance 
Committee (PDC)

Burma
Wai Wai Nu
Women Peace 
Network Arakan

Burma
Phone Piay Kywe
The Wings

Cambodia
Thida C. Khus
SILAKA

China
Dongfang Han
China Labour Bulletin

China
Biao Teng
Harvard Law School

China
Jianli Yang
Initiatives for China/
Citizen Power for 
China

Hong Kong
Nathan Law
Hong Kong 
Federation of 
Students (HKFS)

Hong Kong
Joseph Yu-shek 
Cheng
Alliance for True 
Democracy Hong 
Kong

India
Vedanayagam 
Arumainathan 
Rameshnathan
Swadhikar India

India
Kaustuv Kanti 
Bandyopadhyay
Society for 
Participatory 
Research in Asia 
(PRIA)

India
Harshvrat Jaitli
Voluntary Action 
Network India (VANI)

India
Prathima Manohar
The Urban Vision

India
Atishi Marlena
Government of the 
National Capital 
Territory (NCT) Delhi

Indonesia
Tobias Basuki
Centre for Strategic 
and International 
Studies

Indonesia
Rafendi Djamin
ASEAN 
Intergovernmental 
Commission on 
Human Rights 
(AICHR)

Indonesia
Bambang Harymurti
TEMPO-Indonesian 
weekly magazine

Indonesia
Rachel Judhistari
Asia Pacific Research 
and Resource Centre 
for Women (ARROW)

Indonesia
Eko Maryadi
Southeast Asian 
Press Alliance 
(SEAPA)

Indonesia
Rokhmad Munawir
Pusat Telaah 
dan Informasi 
Regional(PATTIRO)

Indonesia
Abdi Suryaningati
YAPPIKA - Civil 
Society Alliance for 
Democracy

Indonesia
Adnan Topan Husodo
Indonesia Corruption 
Watch

Indonesia
Donny Utoyo
ICT Watch

Indonesia
Yuyun Wahyuningrum
Human Rights 
Working Group

Indonesia
Mugiyanto
International NGO 
Forum on Indonesian 
Development (INFID)

Japan
Katsuji Imata
Civil Society 
Organization (CSO) 
Network Japan

Japan
Ryota Jonen
World Movement for 
Democracy

Korea
Myeong Chul Ahn
North Korea Watch

Korea
Kwang Il Back
Youth Forum 
of North Korea 
Democratization

Korea
Suzin Bahc
Asia Democracy 
Network (ADN)

Korea
Daniel Bielefeld
Transitional Justice 
Working Group 
(TJWG)

Korea
Hye Young Cho
The Women News

Korea
Dylan Davis
The Asia Foundation

Korea
Myong-hyun Go
The Asan Institute for 
Policy Studies

Korea
Joanna Hosaniak
Citizens’ Alliance for 
North Korean Human 
Rights

Korea
Pillkyu Hwang
Gonggam Human 
Rights Law 
Foundation

Korea
Helen Hyee Jung Suh
East Asia Institute

Korea
Yong Suk Jang
Yonsei University

Korea
Yunsik Jeong
Institute for 
Democratic Society

Korea
Seong-ho Ji
Now
Action & Unity for 
Human rights (NAUH)

Korea
Shin Sam Kang
Unification Academy

Korea
Chan Young Kim
Korean Gay Men’s 
Human Rights Group 
Chingusai

Korea
Dasun Kim
North Korea Watch

Korea
Eun Ju Kim
Center for Korean 
Women and Politics
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Korea
Don-Huyn Kim
Now
Action & Unity for 
Human rights (NAUH)

Korea
Eunkyung Kim
Sejong Leadership 
Institute

Korea
Hyunkyung Kim
Society of Law and 
Policy on Sexual 
Orientation and 
Gender Identity 
(SOGILAW)

Korea
Jihye Kim
Gangneung-Wonju 
National University

Korea
Kwangjin Kim
Institute for National 
Security Studies 
(INSS-Korea)

Korea
Yong-min Kim
Parents and Families 
of LGBTQ People in 
Korea

Korea
Eun Kyoung Kwon
The International 
Coalition to Stop 
Crimes against 
Humanity in North 
Korea (ICNK)

Korea
Anselmo Lee
Korea Human Rights 
Foundation

Korea
Heonyoon Lee
Korea Democracy 
Foundation

Korea
Hubert Younghwan 
Lee
Transitional Justice 
Working Group 
(TJWG)

Korea
Jinock Lee
Korea Women’s 
Political Solidarity 
(KWPS)

Korea
Jung Ok Lee
Catholic University of 
Daegu

Korea
Kwang Baek Lee
Radio Free Chosun

Korea
Nara Lee
Solidarity for LGBT 
Human Rights of 
Korea

Korea
Sanghak Lee
Transparency 
International - Korea

Korea
Seoungwon Lee
Korean Democracy 
Foundation

Korea
Sook Jong Lee
East Asia Institute

Korea
Suntae Lee
Korea Democracy 
Foundation

Korea
Yohan Lee
3M Korea

Korea
Rachel Leng
Asan Institute of 
Policy Studies

Korea
Seok-Jin Lew
Sogang University

Korea
Huyn Pil Na
Korean House 
for International 
Solidarity

Korea
Sun Young Oh
Korea Human Rights 
Foundation

Korea
InHo Park
DailyNK

Korea
Jai Chang Park
Hankuk University of 
Foreign Studies

Korea
Steve Park
Facebook

Korea
Minhee Ryu
Korean Lawyers for 
Public Interest and 
Human Rights / 
Rainbow Action

Korea
Kay Seok
National Democratic 
Institute(NDI)

Korea
Chang-Hoon Shin
The Asan Institute for 
Policy Studies

Korea
Hyung Sik Shin
Asia Democracy 
Network (ADN)

Korea
SungUk So
Youth PLWHA 
Community of Korea 
‘R’

Korea
Bong-Scuk Sohn
Center for Korean 
Women and Politics

Korea
Soo Yon Suh
Asia Democracy 
Network (ADN)

Korea
DaRim Yun
Korea Sexual-
Minority Culture & 
Rights Center

Malaysia
Cynthia Gabriel
Centre to Combat 
Corruption & 
Cronyism (C4)

Malaysia
Praba Ganesan
KUASA

Malaysia
Ai Schuen Lee
International 
Women’s Rights 
Action Watch Asia 
Pacific

Malaysia
Eric Paulsen
Lawyers for Liberty

Malaysia
Julia Sveshnikova
Islamic Renaissance 
Front

Maldives
Affan Didi
Maldivian Democracy 
Network

Mongolia
Ganbat Damba
Political Education 
Academy

Mongolia
Perenlei 
Erdenejargal
Open Society Forum

Mongolia
Zanaa Jurmed
Center for Citizens’ 
Alliance

Mongolia
Tur-Od Lkhagvajav
Transparency 
International - 
Mongolia

Nepal
Madhu Acharya
Sharecast Initiative 
Nepal

Nepal
Jay Nishaant
Nepal Democracy 
Foundation (NDF)

Nepal
Sarita Pariyar
Samata Foundation

Nepal
Sushil Raj Pyakurel
Alliance for Social 
Dialogue

Nepal
Netra Prasad 
Timsina
South Asia 
Alliance for Poverty 
Eradication (SAAPE)

Pakistan
Shaheena Kausar
Woman Workers 
Union

Pakistan
Taimur Rahman
Laal

Pakistan
Kamal Siddiqi
The Express Tribune

Pakistan
Muhammad Waseem
Interactive Resource 
Centre
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Pakistan
Tahir Zareef
Balochistan Institute 
for Development

The Philippines
Aanawi Romos 
Dalidig
National Citizens’ 
Movement for Free 
Elections (NAMFREL)

The Philippines
Alan De Guzman 
Alegre
Foundation for Media 
Alternatives

The Philippines
Jesus Estanislao
Institute of Corporate 
Directors

The Philippines
Chito Gascon
Commission on 
Human Rights

The Philippines
William Gois
Migrant Forum in 
Asia

The Philippines
Carolyn Gorgonia
The Asia Foundation

The Philippines
Maxine Tanya 
Hamada
Department 
of Budget and 
Management

The Philippines
Consuelo Katrina 
Lopa
South East Asian 
Committee for 
Advocacy (SEACA)

The Philippines
Sixto Donato 
Macasaet
Caucus of 
Development NGO 
Networks (CODE-
NGO)

The Philippines
Roger Joseph 
Marcelo
Institute for Solidarity 
in Asia

The Philippines
Gus Miclat
Inititatives for 
International 
Dialogue

Singapore
Sinapan Samydorai
Task Force on ASEAN 
Migrant Workers

Sri Lanka
Ravindra De Silva
Transparency 
International - Sri 
Lanka

Sri Lanka
Nimalka Fernando
People’s SAARC

Sri Lanka
Aparna Surendra
Freeman Spogli 
Institute for 
International Studies
Stanford University

Sri Lanka
Sherine Xavier
The Social Architects

Taiwan
Hongming Chen
Taiwan Foundation 
for Democracy

Taiwan
Yi-Chen Chou
Taiwan Foundation 
for Democracy

Taiwan
Shu-Ling Huang
LAN-SHIN Women 
Children Service 
Center

Taiwan
Ting-Hui Hung Chien
LIMA Taiwan 
Indigenous Youth 
Working Group

Taiwan
Chang-Yen Lee
National Chung Hsing 
University

Taiwan
Shu-Wen Liao
Taiwan Coalition 
Against Violence

Taiwan
Yeh-Chung Lu
Taiwan Foundation 
for Democracy

Taiwan
Chun-Chieh Ma
National University of 
Tainan

Taiwan
Shih-Hung Peng
Taiwan Foundation 
for Democracy

Taiwan
Yu-chung Shen
Tunghai University

Taiwan
Yea-huey Sheu
Topkey Foundation

Taiwan
Shunlien Sung
Taiwan Women 
in Science & 
Technology

Taiwan
Hsing-Chung Wang
New School for 
Democracy

Taiwan
Wen-Chin Wu
Academia Sinica

Thailand
Yingcheep 
Atchanont
iLaw

Thailand
Thawilwadee 
Bureekul
King Prajadhipok’s 
Institute

Thailand
Phuthita Chaianun
The New Model for 
Social Change

Thailand
Siriphorn Chaiphet
Thai Volunteer 
Service

Thailand
Kavi Chongkittavorn
The Nation

Thailand
Kulvech Janvatanavit
Thai Institute of 
Directors

Thailand
Khornchanok 
Saenprasert
Legal Center for 
Human Rights

Thailand
Tanathorn Tananont
Thai Laeyers for 
Human Rights

Tibet
Tsepa Bayul
Students for a Free 
Tibet

Tibet
Migmar Dhakyel
Tibetan Youth 
Association in Europe

Vietnam
Trinh Huu Long
PILLA

Vietnam
Tuan Anh Nguyen
VOICE

Vietnam
Thang Dinh Nguyen
Boat People SOS

Vietnam
Hoi Trinh
VOICE

CENTRAL/
EASTERN 
EUROPE
Belarus
Alena Makouskaya
International 
Association of 
the Belarusians 
Homeland

Belarus
Dzianis Melyantsou
Belarusian Institute 
for Strategic Studies 
(BISS)

Belarus
Mikalai Tsiatsiorkin
Young Social-
Democrats (MSD-
MH)

Bosnia and Herze-
govina
Darko Brkan
CA Why Not

Bosnia and Herze-
govina
Ivana Korajlic
Transparency 
International - Bosnia 
and Herzegovina

Czech Republic
Igor Blazevic
Educational 
Initiatives
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Kazakhstan
Yevgeniy Zhovtis
Kazakhstan 
International Bureau 
for Human Rights 
and Rule of Law

Kyrgyzstan
Sardarbek 
Bagishbekov
Golos Svobody (Voice 
of Freedom)

Kyrgyzstan
Saadat Baigazieva
Bishkek Feminist 
Initiatives (formerly 
Bishkek Feminist 
Collective SQ)

Kyrgyzstan
Tolekan Ismailova
Human Rights 
Movement Bir Duino-
Kyrgyzstan

LATIN  
AMERICA/
CARIBBEAN
Argentina
Marta Gaba
The Latin American 
and Caribbean 
Network for 
Democracy (REDLAD)

Argentina
Micaela Hierro Dori
Latin American 
Youth Network for 
Democracy

Argentina
Gabriel Salvia
Centro para la 
Apertura y el 
Desarrollo de 
América Latina 
(CADAL)

EURASIA
Azerbaijan
Leyla Aliyeva
Center for National 
and International 
Studies (CNIS)
St. Antony’s College
Oxford University

Azerbaijan
Vugar Gojayev
Norwegian Helsinki 
Committee / 
European Stability 
Initaitive

Azerbaijan
Altay Goyushov
Republican 
Alternative

Azerbaijan
Hikmat Haji-zada
The Far Center

Azerbaijan
Zohrab Ismayil
Public Association for 
Assistance to Free 
Economy

Georgia
Nino Evgenidze
Economic Policy 
Research Center 
(EPRC)

Georgia
Agit Mirzoev
Analytical Center 
for Interethnic 
Cooperation and 
Consultations

Georgia
Ghia Nodia
Caucasus Institute 
for Peace
Democracy and 
Development

Ukraine
Serhii Leschenko
Parliament

Ukraine
Tetiana Matychak
Stopfake.org

Ukraine
Andrij Nechyporuk
Lion Society

Ukraine
Kateryna Ryabiko
OSCE Office 
for Democratic 
Institutions and 
Human Rights

Ukraine
Andriy Shevchenko
Ambassador to 
Canada

Ukraine
Tetiana Solodovnyk
Solidarity Center

Ukraine
Anna Tovstukha
CSO Social 
Partnership Center

Ukraine
Veniamin 
Tymoshenko
Trade Union-
Assosiation of 
Civil Aviation Flight 
personnel of Ukraine

Ukraine
Ganna Ulanovskaya
Association ASSA

Ukraine
Svitlana Zalishchuk
Parliament

Czech Republic
Rostislav Valvoda
Prague Civil Society 
Centre

Hungary
Matyas Eorsi
Community of 
Democracies

Kosovo
Dajana Berisha
Forum for Civic 
Initiatives

Kosovo
Agron Demi
GAP Institute for 
Advanced Studies

Kosovo
Besa Luci
Kosovo Glocal/
Kosovo 2.0

Lithuania
Erika Veberyte
International 
Republican Institute 
(IRI)

Macedonia
Vasilka Dimoska
The Republic 
Center for Support 
of Persons with 
Intellectual Disability 
(PORAKA)

Moldova
Olga Manole
Promo-LEX 
Association

Poland
Justyna Janiszewska
Education for 
Democracy 
Foundation

Poland
Jacek Kucharczyk
Institute of Public 
Affairs

Poland
Antoni Pomianowski
Community of 
Democracies

Poland
Krzysztof Stanowski
Solidarity Fund PL

Romania
Paul Cristian Radu
Organized Crime and 
Corruption Reporting 
Project (OCCRP)

Serbia
Boris Begovic
Center for Liberal-
Democratic Studies

Serbia
Jelena Milić
Center for Euro-
Atlantic Studies

Serbia
Anita Mitic
Youth Initiative for 
Human Rights

Serbia
Sandra Orlovic
Humanitarian Law 
Center

Slovakia
Grigorij Meseznikov
Institute for Public 
Affairs (IVO)

Ukraine
Nadja Afanasieva
Ukrainian Institute for 
International Politics

Ukraine
Arkadiy Bushchenko
Ukrainian Helsinki 
Human Rights Union

Ukraine
Volodymyr Kozoriz
National Endowment 
for Democracy



42    World Movement for Democracy   Seoul, Korea November 1–4, 2015

Empowering Civil Society for Democracy and Its Renewal

Lebanon
Elie Obeid
Lebanese Forces 
Youth Association

Lebanon
Elsa Saade
Gulf Center for 
Human Rights

Morocco
Mokhtar 
Benabdallaoui
The Center for 
Humanities Studies 
and Research (MADA)

Morocco
Hayat Lahbaili
Alternative Citizen 
Movement

Saudi Arabia
Jafar Alshayeb
National Society for 
Human Rights

Syria
Redwan Ziadeh
Damascus Center 
for Human Rights 
Studies

Tunisia
Imen Ben Hamed
International 
Republican Institute 
(IRI)

Tunisia
Radwan Masmoudi
Center for the 
Study of Islam & 
Democracy

Yemen
Edhah Saleh Ganab
Hadramout 
Foundation for the 
Invention

MIDDLE 
EAST/
NORTH  
AFRICA
Bahrain
Maitham Al Salman
Mashreq and Magrib 
Coalition

Bahrain
Wajeeha Albaharna
Bahrain Women 
Association

Bahrain
Maryam Al-Khawaja
Gulf Center for 
Human Rights

Iran
Ladan Boroumand
Abdorrahman 
Boroumand 
Foundation

Iraq
Laith Kubba
National Endowment 
for Democracy

Jordan
Oraib Al Rantawi
Al Quds Center for 
Political Studies

Jordan
Rami Soud
Success Network 21

Lebanon
Lina Abou Habib
Collective for 
Research and 
Training on 
Development - Action 
(CRTD-A)

Lebanon
Badri El Meouchi
Free Enterprise and 
Democracy Network

Paraguay
Linda Cristal Vera 
Marchuk
Juventud que se 
Mueve / Secretaria 
Nacional de Juventud

Peru
Gerardo Tavara
Asociacion Civil 
Transparencia

Uruguay
Rosa Quintana
The Latin American 
and Caribbean 
Network for 
Democracy (REDLAD)

Venezuela
Tamara Adrian
Consorcio Desarrollo 
y Justicia

Venezuela
Benigno Alarcon-
Deza
Universidad Católica 
Andrés Bello

Venezuela
Mercedes De Freitas
Transparencia 
Venezuela

Venezuela
Carlos Ponce
Freedom House

Venezuela
Tamara Suju
Nueva Conciencia 
Nacional

Cuba
Roseling Peñalver
Comisión Cubana de 
Derechos Humanos 
y Reconciliación 
Nacional (CCDHRN)

Cuba
Yusmila Reyna
Union Patriotica de 
Cuba

Ecuador
Mauricio Alarcón 
Salvador
Fundamedios

Ecuador
Patricia Gálvez Z.
Centro Ecuatoriano 
de Desarrollo y 
Estudios Alternativos 
(CEDEAL)

El Salvador
Gustavo Amaya 
Villalobos
Centro de 
Capacitacion y 
Promocion de 
la Democracia 
(CECADE)

El Salvador
Patricia Galdamez
Democracy
Transparency
Justice Foundation

Haiti
Hans Tippenhauer
Fondation Espoir

Mexico
Maria Sirvent
Documenta
Análisis y Acción para 
la Justicia Social
AC

Nicaragua
Sergio Balladares 
Castillo
Movimiento Puente

Argentina
Diego Sueiras
Fundación Nueva 
Generación Argentina

Brazil
Sandra Carvalho
Justiça Global

Brazil
Daniela Fichino
Justiça Global

Colombia
Wilson Castañeda
Caribe Afirmativo

Colombia
Esther Maria Gallego
Ruta Pacífica de las 
Mujeres

Colombia
Gina Paola Romero 
Rodríguez
The Latin American 
and Caribbean 
Network for 
Democracy (REDLAD)

Colombia
Hernando Viveros
Afrocolombian Global 
Initiative

Cuba
Anyer Antonio 
Blanco Rodriguez
Union Patriotica de 
Cuba (UNPACU)

Cuba
Normando Hernandez 
Gonzalez
Instituto Cubano 
por la Libertad de 
Expresión y Prensa 
(ICLEP)

Cuba
Manuel Morua
Arco Progresista
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NORTH 
AMERICA
Canada
Kim Campbell
Chair
World Movement for 
Democracy Steering 
Committee

Canada
Ron Deibert
Citizen Lab
University of Toronto

Canada
Adriana Gouvea
Government of 
Canada
Department of 
Foreign Affairs
Trade and 
Development

Canada
Masashi Nishihata
Citizen Lab
University of Toronto

Canada
Aaron Rodericks
Perennial

United States
C J Adams
Google ideas

United States
Danielle Agyemang
World Movement for 
Democracy

United States
Celine Assaf 
Boustani
Human Rights 
Foundation

United States
Melissa Aten
International Forum 
for Democratic 
Studies
NED

United States
Aaron Azelton
National Democratic 
Institute (NDI)

United States
Shawna Bader-Blau
Solidarity Center

United States
Sarina Beges
Stanford University

United States
Kim Bettcher
Center for 
International Private 
Enterprise (CIPE)

United States
Samantha Bloom
Google Ideas

United States
Scott Carpenter
Google Ideas

United States
Samlanchith 
Chanthavong
National Endowment 
for Democracy

United States
Alexander Cooley
Harriman Institute
Columbia University

United States
Kelley Currie
Project 2049 
Institute

United States
Kent Davis-Packard
Women’s Learning 
Partnership

United States
Anna Dawson
National Endowment 
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